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ABSTRACT: Eriocaulon taishanense F, Z. Li (Eriocaulaceae) is a small herb distributed in Shandong, 
China, It is reported for the First time from Chiayi City, southwestern Taiwan. A taxonomic 
description, habitat information and SEM of seed are provided. 
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The genus Eriocaulon L. (Eriocaulaceae), consisting of about 400 species, occurs mainly 
in wet places of the tropics and subtropics, with a few species extending into temperate 
regions (Ma, 1997; Zhang, 1999). Six species and two varieties were previously reported in 
Taiwan (Chang, 1978). A recent collection made by the third author has resulted in the 
discovery of Eriocaulon taishanense F. Z. Li which has hitherto not been known to occur in 
Taiwan. 

Eriocaulon taishanense F. Z. Li, Acta Phytotax. Sin. 26 (4): 318-319,/ /. 1988; Ma, Acta 
Phytotax. Sin. 29 (4): 307. 1991; Ma, FI. Reipubl. Poput. Sin. 13 (3): 51 J14 12-22. ’l997; 
Zhang, Monographic der Eriocaulon in Ostasien p. 192. 1999. d, % Figs. 1 -3 

A stemless annual herb; leaves radical, linear-lanceolate, ribbonlike, glabrous, 2-4.3 cm 
long, 1.5-3 mm wide, apex attenuate, 5-7-nerved. Peduncles numerous, glabrous, 7-14 cm 
long, 5-ribbed, twisted, with a tubular bladeless sheath surrounded at base; the sheath 
glabrous, 1.2-3 cm long, oblique at apex; heads ovoid, 3 mm long, 3 mm in diameter; 
involucral bracts obovate, 2 mm long, 1 mm wide, membranous, pale-brownish, glabrous' 
apex obtuse; receptacle pilose; floral bracts obovate, 2 mm long, I mm wide, membranous, 
pale-brownish, glabrous, apex deltoid. Staminate flowers: calyx spathc-like, 1.5 mm long, 
hyaline, glabrous, open on one side, apex deeply bilobate, the lobes longer than the half of 
calyx, acute at apex; corolla tubular, trilobate at apex, glabrous; anthers 5, black. Pistillate 
flowers: sepals 2(-3), free, filiform, 1 mm long, glabrous; petals none; ovary 3-locular, 
glabrous; stigma 3, longer than the style. Seeds ellipsoid, 0.3-0.4 mm long, yellow, with 
transverse reticulations on the surface, without appendages. 

Distribution: China (Shandong: Taishan) and Taiwan. 
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Figs. 1 & 2. SLM micrograph of seed of Eriocaulon taishanense F. Z. Li (Lin s. n . Oct 24 1999), Fig. 1. 223x, 
scale bar = 44 //rn; Fig. 2. 750x t scale bar — 13 /jm. 



Fig. 3, Habit of Eriocaulon taishanense F, Z. Li in Taiwan (by Chun-Chi Lin). 

Habitat and Ecology: The species was found in wet places of lowlands, growing only in 
autumn. Some associated herbs include Drosera burmannii Vahl, Ludwigia hyssopifolia (G. 
Don) Exell, Ludwigia ociovalvis (Jacq.) Raven, Ludwigia perennis L., Hedyotis brachypoda 
(DC) Sivar. & Biju, Cenlranthera cochinchinensis (Lour.) Merr., Lindernia antipoda (L.) 
Alston, Cyperus difformis L., Cyperus haspan L., Cyperus pilosus Vahl, Diplacrum 
caricinum R. Br,, Fimbristylis miliacea (L.) Vahl, Fuirena ciliaris (L.) Roxb., Selena mgosa 
R. Br., Eriocaulon truncatum Buch.-Ham. ex Mart., Leersia hexandra Sw,, etc. 
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Specimens examination: Chiay City: Mito Road, Lin s.n. Oct 24. 1999. 

Note: This species is quite simiiar to Eriocaulon cinereum R. Br., but can be distinguished 
from the latter by having glabrous staminate flowers, deeply bilobed staminate calyx and 5 
anthers. Plants of Eriocaulon cinereum have 3-lobed staminate calyx and six anthers. In 
addition, the staminate flower has clavate hairs. 
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